Redditch Golf Club

Newsletter - May 2010

Dear Members

Unfortunately the snow has been replaced with
continuous rain which has led to enforced course
closures however the daffodils have flowered and
Spring appears to be on the way at last.

The Valentines Dance was well attended and a Mediterranean
menu proved popular with the majority of revellers. | would like
to thank those that have supported the various events to date
and made them so enjoyable. Future club social events will be
displayed throughout the clubhouse and on the electronic bar
notice board so no room for the excuse ‘I did not know'.

| would like to thank those of you that took part in the Charity
Parking Space raffle which raised £600.

The male Scratch, West Midlands League and Juniors have all
received their new team outfits for the 2010 season. The
adopted colour shirt for all three teams is white which provides
flexibility should members play for any of the teams. | would like
to thank all the sponsors for their contributions.

For the opening club supper competition participants were
videoed on the first tee and around the course by junior
members and later replayed during the evening’s event. Some
interesting swings and shots were on show and | would like to
publicly thank James & Alex for their ‘SPIELBERG’ efforts.

CAPTAIN’S REPORT

As announced at Opening Club Supper the 2010 Captains
Charity Bunkers are those bordering the 9th green. The penalty
is 50p per shot and the collection bottle is situated on the
members bar. CCTV has been installed covering the bunkers
should there be any queries!!

The introduction of additional trees and out of bounds on the 4t
Hole is a trial run for the next 12 months to try and restrain stray
balls leaving the confines of the course. Early results are
encouraging.

Unfortunately over the past few months | have had to personally
remind members and visitors of the standard of Dress Code
expected in the clubhouse, on the course and the use of mobile
phones. The rules are on display within the clubhouse and it is
the duty of every member to ensure they are being adhered to
not just the committee members or the steward. They are there
to ensure the standards of Redditch Golf Club are maintained
and for the harmony of all.

Wishing you all a great start to the golfing season and hope to
see you at the Spring events.

Regards
Vince CERRATO 2010 Captain

LADY CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Ros and John Daws.

fourth match to Little Lakes.

A very enjoyable opening club dinner marked the start of the season, followed by a “12 at 12” mixed
competition and a meal on 21* March. This was well supported with fine weather and the winners were

Our Daily Mail on Sunday team were successful in their first three matches but unfortunately lost the

The bad weather came back with a vengeance and our first two medals had to be cancelled, with the course closed for
much of Easter. However we did manage to play the Australian Spoons, the winners were Pam Browning and Viv Hind
and Di Loxston and Alex Harris won the Coronation Foursomes.

The Gardner Cup was on Sunday 25" April and was won by Gina Myatt and Steve Hadley. This was the first of the
mixed trophy competitions. Sign up sheets for the mixed competitions can be found on the notice board adjacent to the

door to the ladies locker room.

I hope that you will be able to join in and support these competitions throughout the year.

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a very successful and enjoyable season.

Sandra Passey, Lady Captain



HON. SECRETARY’S REPORT

May already and we still have not experienced spring yet. Our
congratulations to the greens staff on all their efforts to keep
the course open over the winter and for producing an excellent
course just now. We will obviously see the benefits of all the
work in the coming playing season.

Our membership is holding up well with some 10 additional
members from this time last year, an excellent position to be in
considering the current economic climate.

Visiting parties taking up bookings is also very good and this
should bring the club well with the additional revenue.

The 4t tee and hole have now been modified to try and
prevent golf balls being driven out of bounds and to date the
exercise has proved successful but we shall continue to
monitor the situation for the remainder of the season. We
would request that all members, guests and visitors report any
incidences of balls going out of bounds from the 4t tee. This is
to ensure that we evaluate every incident when dealing with
any potential insurance claim.

The Worcestershire County Card scheme is again proving
popular with members. This scheme is a great way to enjoy
golf at other clubs for a much reduced green fee There are
over 1000 English Golf Clubs you can visit at a reduced
Green Fee, if you hold a Worcestershire County Card.

Worcester Golf and Country Club have now joined the list of 26
clubs in Worcestershire.

There are 26 of the 34 English Counties in the Scheme and
1001 clubs participating.

Cheshire, Durham, Devon and Hampshire have all joined this
year.

Cards are valid from receiptto 31st March 2011, so do not
delay!

See the Worcestershire County Web page and follow the
directions for County Card applications, which can be made on
line.

Have a great golf season.

Willie Kerr, Hon Secretary

COMPETITIONS:

The season is now up and running , with unfortunately the weather playing a major part with the cancellation of the first Shotgun and
first Medal. Congratulations to Gavin Hawkins and Chris Bromley for winning the Opening Club Supper. Again | would like to stress
that to enter competitions in 2010 you MUST have an ACTIVE handicap, should anyone have any questions on this then please speak
to myself or any member of the Competitions Committee. Things for the diary

e Next Shotgun is on Sunday 16th May, sheet is on the board.

e Saturday Invitation Open sheet is now up.

o Draw has taken place for the Summer Knockouts, please ensure matches are played by the deadline date.

o Entry forms are available for the Redditch Open.

Robert Angell, Competitions Chairman

GREENS REPORT

The smell of freshly cut grass is now assailing the nostrils of those members walking
the fairways! We had a frustrating start to the season with weather and ground
conditions conspiring to work against us and slowing the preparatory work normally
undertaken at the end of March and the beginning of April. However it is now a case
of all available mowers being deployed and the Course is beginning to look smart

and play well.

Changes to the Course have been made, particularly noticeable on the fourth ( for safety reasons ) and the
twelfth with the replacement of the old willows with a different type of weeping willow. Improvements to the
entry of the Club and the Course are in hand and members will shortly see more shrubs, heathers and perennials
which will be planted at the end of April in beds that are already prepared. Work is almost completed on trimming
the bases of the hundreds of trees that line the fairways and form the copses on the Course.

Phil Thornton and his team continue to work hard to ensure our members have a Course presented in the best
way our resources can provide. Have a good season!

Hari Nasta, Greens Chairman




HOUSE CHAIRMAN

At last the summer seems just around
the corner and we can now all
concentrate  on  improving  our
handicaps and winning the monthly
medals.

I’'m pleased to report that despite the bitterly cold
winter and wet March the club house and bar have
been well used. Let’s hope we can keep this up
throughout the next few months.

I can assure you the house committee are working
hard on making the clubhouse as inviting as possible.

We’ve still a lot to look forward to in the coming
months and I’m sure you’re all now in possession of
a club diary or have access to the website where you
will find many social events detailed.

The big screen TV is now well established and | was
delighted to see it being used for the Six Nations
Rugby, Opening Club Suppers (Senior & Junior),
and the Wine Tasting Evening. Bring on the World
Cup in June.

The Guinness, St Patrick’s Day promotion was a
great success and we will be repeating this on St
George’s day with St Georges Bitter. Also Bob and
Sandra are working on a 3 course menu for St
George’s day at just £10

Congratulations to Eugene Donegan for picking out
Phil Mickleson in the Masters Sweep stake. One left
hander helping another left hander. £150 goes
Eugene’s way.

We also managed to raise nearly £200 towards Alex
Richardson’s PGA tuition fees.

Look out for the next sweep for the US Open in June

Please be aware the lounge is available for social
functions of any size. If you to have a small birthday
celebration speak to Sandra or any larger functions
you can speak to me or email
christopherbanner@btinternet.com.

Chris Banner, House Chairman

EMAIL ADDRESSES
Would members please inform the club office if you have recently acquired/changed

your email address, as some mail-outs are bouncing back. For ms on

Notice board.

t he
Thank you

R.A.G.S

Annual Dinner and Ladies Evening

The Annual Dinner and Ladies Evening was held towards the end of March with 73 members and guests attending. The
toast to the ladies was made by the R.A.G.S. Vice-Captain, Richard Marshall and Sandra Passey, the Lady Captain
replied. A few chosen remarks by Vince Cerrato, the Club Captain was followed by the presentations, by him, to the
successful golfers in the Seniors Rose Bowl competition played earlier in the day, the winner being Gary Edmunds with

41 points.

R.A.G.S. Matches

A promising start to the season’s programme of matches was made with a halved match away at Harborne.
Unfortunately, our first home match against The Vale had to be called off due to the course condition following heavy

rain.

2010 Eric Mutton Cup Seniors Open

The entry list for the Club's Seniors Open is pleasantly full, one or two club members can be accommodated starting
before 8:40 a. m. So far we have 117 entries representing 25 different clubs from all over an extended Midland region.
The competition is open to gentlemen aged 60 and over who have an active CONGU handicap. The cost a mere £10 for
Redditch members. Should you wish to play and start early on Thursday 9th September 2010 contact Don Vincent (
01527 529958) or Paul Handforth the RAGS Captain (01789 490787).

Bob Sealey R.A.G.S. Secretary



mailto:christopherbanner@btinternet.com

JUNIORS SECTION

The Junior West Midland League Team has won their first match of the new season. A,
3 - 1 victory was achieved at Kings Norton on April 18th, with Alex Gallagher and Jack
Buckley winning on the 18th green to secure the team result. A great result for the team
and a great display by Alex on his first appearance for the team. I'm sure you will get to
see the team in their new kit soon, as the bright green trousers and white shirts are hard
to miss!'

"The Junior season has started well and the turn out for the first competitions has been
pleasing. Will all senior members with children who are members, please remind them of the Wednesday night fiddle' (Wednesdays at
4.30pm during school term). This has been created to encourage Juniors to participate, meet and mix with their fellow Junior members,
and as encouragement for them to play at the weekends'

'Also James Robinson has been selected to represent Worcestershire County Under 16's. James played his first match against
Gloucestershire on April 6th, and won both his morning and afternoon matches, 3&1 and 8&7 respectively! An excellent debut for
James and we wish him, Ben Myatt (Under 18's) and the County teams every success for the rest of year. | am sure that this year we
will see more of our excellent Juniors break through to the county ranks'

'Lets hope the good weather continues right through summer and our excellent start to the season continues'

Peter Robinson Richard Haddon Brad Haddon , Junior Captain
JUNIOR ORGANISERS

C TEAM REPORT

Farewell Season 2009 -2010 Season starts with a bang
The season has started very well, winning both of our first two outings.

The first match versus Kings Norton at home saw C team debuts for Steve Kings, Simon Whyte and Bev Williams. On a lovely, sunny
evening our excellent greens proved too fast for our opponents and a 4.5 to 1.5 victory was recorded.

The next match versus the RAGS also finished 4.5 to 1.5. Gregg Holloway made a winning debut, whilst carrying the captain on his
broad shoulders.

Last season saw a similar fast start before fading badly in mid-season, but it is hoped that this year, thanks to our new sponsorship
deal with Sanatogen, we will manage to carry on in winning style through to the Ladies match in September.

Again, my goal for this season is to introduce as many new members to C team golf as possible as it is a great way to meet
established club members and play friendly four ball golf against seven local clubs, the RAGS and the Ladies.

So, if you have joined recently and this note has inspired you into action, my contact details are on the notice board and
I'd be delighted to hear from you.

WEST MIDLANDS LEAGUE TEAM
West Midlands League Team

unfortunately lost away to Harborne

but recovered well with a 3 % - %2 victory

on home soil.
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SCRATCH TEAM
The Scratch Team has just commenced fixtures
and progressed to the semi-final of the
Droitwich Sheild which should be played
early part of May.

Droitwich _Shield The clubs A team has now reached the semi
finals of the competition with a home draw against Fulford Heath A,
having already knocked out Bransford B, Droitwich A & Worcester A
in previous rounds. This is the first time the club has ever got to this stage in this prestigious Worcestershire
competition, and proves that when everyone is available just what a strong team we can field !!

The winners of the semi final are due to play Moseley A at Stourbridge GC on Sunday 16™ May, 10.30am.

The scratch team kickoff the season with two home games in the month of May, with opposition
coming from Druids Heath & Whittington Heath, once again the scratch team would like to thank
our sponsor Mark Rolph of Century Lighting for his kind and generous support for the 2010
season.

Paul Reeves
Scratch Team Captain

VICE CAPTAI NO0S REPORT

Dear Members

We will be holding a "taster day" Sunday, 6™ June 2010. If any members know of family or friends
who may be interested in attending please speak to Peter Hughes, Brent Robinson or myself and we
will be happy to give you details.

As you probably know we had a very convincing win in our first 2010 club match against Ladbrook
Park recently, if you wish to play in any future club matches please look on the Captain's board (get
your names down early as the list fills up quickly!)

Lastly | would like to express my appreciation to the members who have kindly sponsored our teams;
thanks go to Phil Guise, Nigel Clay, Larry and Patrick McGrath, Dave Bickerton, Mark Rolph, Peter
Robinson.

Good luck to all our teams for the 2010 season.

Mark Drumm Vice Captain

me
Congratulations to our April Draw Winners

Dave Hill £137.50 Pete Hutton £ 82.50 Jenny Dalloway £ 55.00

Those who contribute to the Club’s centenary fund-raising efforts may well get preferential treatment for events which
could be over-subscribed during Centenary Year.

Will this include you?

If not, join the 200 Club today and SUPPORT YOUR CLUB.

Open to ALL members, including social members. Details from the office or Jill Smith — 01527 402813
Gill Smith, Centenary Secretary




